NNLM Region 6 Liaison Report

Fall 2026 Board Meeting


Miles Dietz-Castel, Communication and Finance Coordinator, Regional Medical Library, suggests these upcoming events that may be of interest:


•	September 18: Severe Weather Engagement: A New Resource from The Healing Library
This one-hour webinar dives into The Healing Library and its most recent toolkit: Severe Weather Engagement.

•	September 22: Heat, Health, and Disasters: The Role of Libraries
This training will examine the health impacts of extreme heat and other disasters and consider how libraries may be affected by and respond to these events.

•	September 23: Ready NOW: A Framework for Disaster Response in Libraries
The Ready NOW Field Guide is a free, research-based toolkit that helps library staff at every level move from good intentions to grounded action during a crisis through two core mindsets and three essential tasks focused on relationship-building, co-creation, and internal capacity.

•	September 24: What the Thermometer Misses: Heat Risk Perception and Trusted Intermediaries
This session examines why official heat-risk measurements and community perceptions do not always align. Using research from South Carolina residents, participants will explore how trusted intermediaries, including libraries and community organizations, can help reach populations missed by formal communication channels and assess local risk perception more effectively.

•	October 6: Advancing Accessible Health Information for Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing (DDBHH) Communities
This presentation reframes health literacy as an organizational and structural responsibility — a matter of how health systems are designed, rather than a skill DDBHH people do or do not have. Presenters from the Center of Deaf Health Excellence will map the social determinants of health specific to the DDBHH community and highlight the role of ASL-fluent community health navigators in helping people find, understand, and use health information.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Melissa Hudak (melissa.a.hudak@osfhealthcare.org)
NNLM Region 6 Liaison
