President’s Report
Health Science Librarians of Illinois Fall 2025 Board Meeting
Tuesday, November 4, 2:00-3:30 PM CDT (Online)

Past and Current Activities
My main priority has been leading the 2025 Conference Planning Committee. We are making steady progress toward preparing for a 3-day virtual (Tuesday, November 11 to Thursday, November 13) and 1-day in-person conference in Urbana-Champaign (Friday, November 14). I appreciate everyone’s efforts to develop a meaningful and insightful conference event. I will share the Starfish Thrower Award and the President’s Award during the Business meeting on November 13.

Member engagement continues to remain a priority, including the monthly “Coffee & Conversation” online networking events. We have two ad hoc presentations related to systematic reviews currently in development. They are tentatively scheduled for February 2026. 

In support of outreach, Cynthia Snyder and I attended the Minority Health Conference in Naperville on October 21-22. The conference was excellent—I really enjoyed all the sessions I attended. About 10 people stopped by to talk with us, and I made a few valuable connections. I encourage future attendance, when possible, and recommend bringing business cards next time—they were definitely useful.

Additionally, the effort to reach out to future HSLI members at universities and community colleges was completed this Fall. After creating a list of all university and community colleges in the state, health sciences at each were identified. If they were not yet members, they received an email identifying the values of becoming a member, including low-cost membership fees, networking opportunities, professional development opportunities, and the annual conference. Frances Drone-Silvers is continuing the work to reach out to potential members at hospital libraries. I think it would be valuable to repeat this task every 4 or 5 years.

I would like to thank the board members for their service, including Deborah Lauseng and Frances Drone-Silvers, who are spearheading the proposed revisions to the by-laws. I really appreciate everyone’s willingness to fulfill their respective roles.

Future Activities
I look forward to continuing to support ad-hoc webinars and welcoming new and continuing opportunities to collaborate with other organizations. Please contact me if you have any ideas for an ad hoc presentation, whether as a presenter or an attendee.


Respectfully submitted by Betsy Sterner, 2024-26 HSLI President, on November 4, 2025.
