REPORT TO HSLI BOARD 
November 4, 2025 meeting
Report prepared by Ramune Kubilius, HSLI liaison to Midwest/MLA (10/22/2025), updated 11/10/2025

Notes Midwest/MLA State Liaisons Committee 

As a reminder:
Hayley Severson took is the Midwest / MLA “Representative at Large”, chair of the state liaison committee and will serve a 2-year term.
State group liaisons /  reps:
	Illinois: Ramune Kubilius 

	Indiana: Bethany McGowan

	Minnesota: Andrew Crow 

	North Dakota: Sara Westall  

	Ohio: Mary Pat Harnegie 

	Wisconsin: Rita Mitchell  

	Michigan: Merle Rosenzweig

	Iowa: Jill Edgerton 

	Kentucky: Gina Genova  



Midwest / MLA virtual conference 2025: October 9-11 [virtual]
· October 14-15; October 17, 2025
· Theme: Imagination & Co-Creation
· CE on Tues, Oct 14. 1 was free for registrants, all others required an extra fee:
Getting Better at Everything You Do: Reflective Practice for Health Sciences Librarians (instructor: Jolene Miller, who is also President Elect)
· Pilot cancelled: Host (“watch party”) sites and events on October 16 were all cancelled due to low registration. (initially 3, then 2, then 0)
· Pilot succeeded: organizers successfully piloted the use of Padlet to engage with registrants: 1) a Parliament of Owls “fun” Padlet for intros (featuring photos, memes, etc.); 2) Main conference schedule Padlet included Zenodo links to presenters’ slides in a conference community site for Midwest/MLA 2025:  https://zenodo.org/communities/mwcmla-2025/
· Midwest/MLA sent out a brief snail mail conference prep synopsis letter (which Ramune only received after the conference) 
Midwest / MLA business meeting: October 22, 2025 [virtual]
· MWCMLA is the new consistent abbreviation for the chapter website
· Leadership went through a SWOT analysis to begin creating a new strategic plan.

Ramune continues to share postings about the HSLI annual conference with the other liaisons. (Someone on the HSLI 2025 conference committee has been posting to the MWCMLA list.)
Note: Midwest/MLA state liaisons reported or sent reports for a November 3, 2025 meeting of the state liaisons which I was unable to attend. From the notes (not all liaisons participated or submitted reports):
WISCONSIN:
· WHSLA hosted the WHSLA “Wisdom Chats”
· September-“The Data Services Continuing Professional Education Program”, presented by Ashley Zeidler, Medical College of Wisconsin.
· October – “The Library's Role in Successful Implementation of System Wide Online Tools”, Liz Suelzer and Karen Hanus, from Advocate Health, focused on the role the Library plays in the successful implementation of hospital system-wide tools, with a look into their experience with implementing Lippincott Nursing Procedures. The session illustrated how librarians collaborate with clinical and IT teams to ensure seamless implementation. They gave insights into the problems the hospital system or library may encounter when librarians are not at the table during implementation as well as what special knowledge and skills librarians can contribute to the implementation.
· Looking forward to MLA’26 in Milwaukee, may do an in-person WHSLA meeting for that.
KENTUCKY: No updates. 
MINNESOTA: 
· Conference in August speakers: “Slow Librarianship” and UMN speaker on disappearing government data and how librarians can help. Fascinating!
· MN looking to replace listserv, current one expiring in 2026. Committee has been formed to investigate to keep in touch with membership, attempting to keep cost low but can spend a little bit.
NORTH DAKOTA: UND hiring a director (assistant dean), currently reviewing candidates. Hoping to have position filled by Jan 1. UND got a building upgrade!

The next Midwest/MLA liaisons’ meeting: date not yet set. The group consensus earlier this year was for quarterly meetings.
